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(English Translation)

[ Fax: 2722 7696 ]
4 December 2012

Ms. Glorious WONG Ka-wing .
Secretary of the Community Building Committee

Yau Tsim Mong District Council

4/F, Mong Kok Government Offices

30 Luen Wan Street

Mong Kok

Kowloon

'Dear Ms. WONG,
Invitation to the Meeting of the Community Building Committee

Agenda Item: Concern over Public Hospitals’ Support
for Ethnic Minority Patients

Thank you for your letter of 22 November 2012 to the Home Affairs
Department (HAD). I am authorised to reply.

Various government departments have been providing a range of
services and programmes to meet the needs of ethnic minorities (EMs). These
services and programmes include a series of education support measures for
non-Chinese speaking students by the Education Bureau and interpretation
service for EMs by the Hospital Authority (HA).

The HAD also provides support services for EMs for their early
adaptation to life in Hong Kong and integration into the local community.
These include the operation of four support service centres to provide various
tailor-made learning classes, counselling, integration programmes and
interpretation service for EMs, and sponsorship to two community support
teams to provide necessary services for EMs through members of their own
communities. We also provide funding for production of radio programmes
broadcast in three EM languages (i.e. Bahasa Indonesia, Nepali and Urdu) and

Reply to YTMDC 3 Dee 2012 Bi7_lng



publication of service guidebooks in English and six EM languages (i.e. Bahasa
[ndonesia, Tagalog, Thai, Hindi, Nepali and Urdu) to provide EMs with
information on the services provided by the Government and non-governmental
organisations.

The captioned agenda item relates to the support measures for EMs
provided by the HA, which is not under the purview of the HAD. As such, we

have no further information to provide and therefore will not attend the meeting
to be held on 6 December 2012.

Yours sincerely,

(CHENG Kwan-yam)
for Director of Home Affairs

Reply 1o YTMDC 3 Dec 2012 85 _Eng 2
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26 November 2012
Ms Glorious WONG
Yau Tsim Mong District Council Secretariat
4/F, Mong Kok Government Offices
30 Luen Wan Street
Kowloon

Dear Ms Wong,

Yau Tsim Mong District Council
Community Building Committee Meeting on 6 December 2012
“Provide Venues for Ethnic Minorities to Organize Various Activities”

Your letter dated 20 November 2012 refers, Our reply to the captioned matter is as
follows.

Government properties are made available mainly to government departments for
office use or the provision of public services for the community. Under the current
accommodation policy and established procedures, priority shall be given to government
departments for allocation and use of government properties. Any surplus government
property suitable for commercial use will normally be let out by open tender.

At present, there is no vacant government property under the purview of the
Government Property Agency in Yau Tsim Mong District. The markets referred to in the
Annex to your letter are all managed by the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department
(FEHD), which is also responsible for the leasing of the markets. FEHD should therefore be
in a position to answer directly any enquiries from District Council Members in this regard.
As such, we will not send a representative to the captioned meeting to be held on 6 December
2012,

Should you have any further enquiries, please contact the undersigned at 2594 7634.
Yours sincerely,

(Signed)
(Kenny KWOK)
for Government Property Administrator

ce:
District Environmental Hygiene Superintendent (Mong Kok), FEHD (Fax: 2391 5572)
District Environmental Hygiene Superintendent (Yau Tsim), FEHD (Fax: 2735 5955)
District Officer (Yau Tsim Mong) (Fax: 2397 3425)
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(English Translation)

[Fax: 2722 7696]
4 December 2012

Ms. Glorious WONG Ka-wing .
Secretary of the Community Building Committee

Yau Tsim Mong District Council

4/F, Mong Kok Government Offices

30 Luen Wan Street

Mong Kok

Kowloon

'Dear Ms. WONG,

Invitation to the Meeting of the Community Building Committee
Agenda Item: To Provide More Venues in the District
for Hiring by Ethnic Groups to Facilitate Community Integration

Thank you for your letter of 29 November 2012 to the Home Affairs
Bureau. [ am authorised to reply.

Various government departments have been providing a range of
services and programmes to meet the needs of ethnic minorities (EMs).
These services and programmes include social welfare services for the needy
by the Social Welfare Department, public health care services by the
Department of Health and the Hospital Authority, comprehensive employment
support services by the Labour Department, and a series of education support
measures for non-Chinese speaking students by the Education Bureau. The
Home Affairs Department (HAD) also provides support services for EMs for
their early adaptation to life in Hong Kong and integration into the local
community.

At present, the HAD has two community centres/halls, namely

Henry G. Leong Yaumatei Community Centre (Yaumatei CC) and Mong Kok
Community Hall (Mong Kok CH), in Yau Tsim Mong district that provide
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rental facilities for local organisations to hold community activities. In 2011,
the average utilisation rates of the multi-purpose halls of Yaumatei CC and
Mong Kok CH are 75% and 77% respectively, the average utilisation rates of
the conference room (with a seating capacity of 120) and the activity room of
Yaumatei CC are 59% and 66% and that of the conference room of Mong Kok
CH is 44%. EM organisations interested in renting the facilities of the CC/
CH may contact the Yau Tsim Mong District Office.

When we receive proposals on conversion of certain unoccupied
government premises into facilities for use by EM organisations, we would
refer them to the departments managing the related premises to explore the
feasibility and to follow up. If the departments consider them feasible, the
HAD will provide assistance and support as appropriate.

The proposal in the discussion paper of the captioned agenda item is
to convert unoccupied premises such as those in Fa Yuen Street Market in
Mong Kok, Kwun Chung Market and Yau Ma Tei Market for use by EM
organisations. The Food and Environmental Hygiene Department and the
Government Property Agency will follow up on this proposal put forward by
the District Council members. At this stage, the HAD has no further
information, therefore we will not attend the meeting to be held on 6 December
2012.

Yours sincerely,

(CHENG Kwan-yam)
for Director of Home Affairs
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Response to District Council query on the old trees at 1881 Heritage

With reference to the District Council query dated 28 November 2012, we have the
following responses to the query regarding the health conditions of the old trees at
1881 Heritage.

1. Please inquire to the relevant government department.

2. Regarding the health conditions of the old trees at 1881 Heritage, we have
engaged with Specialist Tree Works Contractor and Certified Arborist under
supervision of Registered Landscape Consultant to carry condition survey and tree
works for the captioned trees. The last survey was conducted in October 2012, and
the old trees are in good to fair health conditions.

3. Regarding the concerned old trees, Ficus microcarpa, the tree health is currently
fair according to the recent survey. We have' carried out tree maintenance work for

‘the tree including adequate watering, fertilization and soil improvement measures

(such as adding organic matter and mulching layer).

4. Noted. We keep monitoring and maintain health of the old trees.
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